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WRITING CONTEST
The SHCA Writing Contest serves as a means of recognition for our members.  The contest was created to encourage patient advocates to document current best practices and programs and write for publication.  Writings can be based on any topic that would be timely and of interest to a specified audience, such as career mobility, research, responsiveness to patient needs, and other topics concerning Patient Advocates.

Range of Subject Materials

Significant contributions of healthcare consumer advocacy programs

Innovative strategies for accomplishing change

Field placement or curriculum developments

Reports of research projects

Career mobility

Responsiveness to patient needs

Best practices or research describing one of SHCA’s 9 Domains of Practice

Manuscript Rules and Format

· Articles should be written in prose style. 
· Photos, tables and/or graphics, if needed, should be clearly identified.

· Articles should demonstrate applicant’s contribution to their organization (e.g. project, program

      development or enhancement, in-service or process improvement).

· Must have occurred within the last four years. 
· nclude some measurable outcome, if applicable or appropriate, which shows an improved 
      benefit to their customers and/or organization.  
· Submit a separate face sheet with the following information: title of the paper, intended
      audience, author’s name, author’s title, organization, address, email address, phone, 
      and date submitted. Also include on the face sheet an abstract of approximately 200 
      words.

· The pages should be numbered and one-inch margins observed on all sides.

· Typed, double-spaced, 8 ½ x 11” white paper.
· Minimum 1,500 words, maximum 2,000 words.
· Citations/footnotes/references included and documented using APA style formatting.
· Writing must be original.
Criteria for Evaluation
All applicants must be active SHCA members. The article should reflect advancement of knowledge, be relevant, significant, and effectively presented. The entries will be evaluated in three areas:  
Content 

Contribution to knowledge base

Relevance of the subject and timeliness of events

Problem solving

Originality

Comprehensiveness

Evidence of a literature search if applicable
Organization

Quality of introduction, body and conclusion
Composition and style

Clarity

Conciseness 

Consistency

Technical accuracy

Readability

Documentation

Winners will be notified in time to make arrangements to attend the annual SHCA conference where they will be recognized with the award. 

Papers may be published in the SHCA News, the Society’s quarterly newsletter.
The award recipient will receive a complimentary SHCA webinar registration and $50 SHCA bookstore

gift certificate which can be used at the onsite or online conference bookstore.

Papers must be received or postmarked by January 13, 2012.

Send to:

SHCA Awards

155 N. Wacker, Ste 400

Chicago, IL 60606

F: (312) 278-0881

E: shca@aha.org
Questions please call: (312) 422-3700

